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Minutes of the SUSTAINABILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE held in 
CONFERENCE ROOM 3, JOONDALUP CIVIC CENTRE, BOAS AVENUE, 
JOONDALUP on Thursday 18th December 2003 commencing at 5:50 pm and 
concluding 7.35 pm. 
 
Ms Hardy (Manager, Strategic and Sustainable Development) opened the meeting at 5.50 
pm.  Due to Joondalup Council being suspended on Friday 5 December 2003, Cr Tim 
Brewer and Cr Sue Hart did not attend this meeting.  
 
In lieu of the current suspension of Councillors and Cr Brewer’s position as Chairperson, 
Mr Magyar (deputy Chairperson) chaired the meeting.     

1. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 

 
Attendance 
 
Mr Steve Magyar Acting Chairperson 
Mr Geoff Down Community Representative 
Mr Vincent Cusack Community Representative  
Mr Will Carstairs Community Representative 
Assoc. Prof. Adrianne Kinnear Edith Cowan University Representative 
Ms Marilyn Horgan Community Representative 
Ms Ute Goeft Community Representative 
Ms Dawn Atkin Community Representative 
Assoc. Prof. Sherry Saggers Community Representative 
 
Apologies 
 
Mr Martin Brueckner Community Representative 
Mr Paul Gerrans  Community Representative 
 
Guests  
 
Ms Rhonda Hardy Manager Strategic and Sustainable Development  
Ms Sandi Evans Team Leader Sustainable Development 
 
Absent 
 
Mr D Wake  Community Representative 
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2. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES HELD ON 27 NOVEMBER 2003 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Moved Mr Geoff Down, seconded Mr Vincent Cusack that the Minutes of the 
Sustainability Advisory Committee meeting held on 27 November 2003 be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of proceedings. 
 
CARRIED 
 
3. ITEMS OUTSTANDING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 
 
Nil 

4. WELCOME TO GUESTS 

Mr Magyar welcomed all new members to the committee and advised that at the Council 
meeting held on 16 December 2003, recommendations from the Committee relating to 
the endorsement of the Cities for Climate Protection Action Plan and the appointment of 
new members to the committee were endorsed.   
 
Ms Hardy provided a brief outline of the role of the committee advising that the 
committee is an arm of the Council and is reconstituted every two years as a new Council 
is elected.  Ms Hardy added that the committee’s aim is to make recommendations to 
Council for endorsement.   
 
Mr Cusack tabled the following documents:  
 

• Extract from the Local Government Amendment Bill 2003;  
• Extract of account of Legislative Council meeting held on Wednesday 3 

December 2003 related to the Local Government Amendment Bill 2003; and 
• Media Statement released 4 December 2003 by the Minister for Local 

Government the Hon. Tom Stephens MLC. 
 
The tabled documents refer to the introduction of the Local Government Amendment Bill 
2003 into the State’s Legislative Council and changes to Western Australia’s Local 
Government Act. There are over 80 changes to the Local Government Act and of 
particular relevance to the committee is that Councils should integrate social, economic 
and environmental considerations into their decisions, consistent with the State 
Sustainability Strategy and the insertion of the following subsection into Part 4 – Other 
amendments, S15, Section 1.3, which reads as follows:  
 

(3) In carrying out its functions a local government is to endeavour to meet 
the needs of current and future generations through an integration of 
environmental protection, social advancement and economic prosperity.  
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A copy of the Local Government Amendment bill 2003 is available at: 
http://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/parliament/home.nsf/(FrameNames)/Bills 
 
Mr Magyar referred to a request by Cr Sue Hart to attend SAC meetings as an observer.  
It was agreed that this matter would be referred to Council Support staff for advice.   
 
Mr Cusack questioned who would be chairperson if a commissioner is appointed to the 
committee.  Ms Evans advised that any committee member can nominate as a chairperson 
and that this matter will be discussed following advice from commissioners as to the 
status of the committee and whether a commissioner will be appointed to the committee.   
 
Mr Cusack suggested that the sustainability website be updated with a more current 
photograph of committee members.  It was agreed that a photo would be taken of 
committee members at the next meeting.  
 
All new and existing members introduced themselves, providing a background of 
background, skills and experience.  
 
5. COMMITTEE HISTORY AND ACHIEVEMENTS. 
 
Ms Evans tabled the committee’s Terms of Reference, which provides further 
clarification on the committee’s aims and roles and the City’s Strategic Plan 2003-2008.   
 
Ms Evans provided a summary of relevant history and achievements of the City and the 
committee including:   
 

• Establishment of the Strategic and Sustainable Development Business Unit, 
located within the office of the CEO;     

• Council endorsement of Council Policy 2.6.4, Environmental, Social and 
Economic Sustainability Policy;   

• Participation in the Cities for Climate Protection Programme;   
• Council endorsement of the Yellagonga Regional Park Management Plan; 
• A number of submission made regarding sustainability including: the WA State 

Government’s Sustainability Strategy and the World Summit for Sustainable 
Development, Johannesburg, 2002, via the ICLEI delegation; 

• The establishment of the Sustainability Advisory Committee;    
• The City’s Strategic Plan (2003-2008) which provides a significant focus on 

Sustainability;    
• Council endorsement of Joondalup Coastal Foreshore Natural Areas Management 

Plan.  This management plan guides the management of approximately 14km of 
coastline from Burns Beach to Marmion Beach, and an area totaling 239 ha;   

• The City allocates $40,000 each year through its Community Funding Program 
through the Sustainable Development category;  
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• The City of Joondalup facilitated and supported a major international environment 
conference, “IndoPacific Ecosystem Health Conference” which was hosted by 
Edith Cowan University; 

• The Schools Environment Challenge which provides a strong environmental 
education focus for schools in the City;   

• The City’s celebration of World Environment Day and Joondalup Environment 
Day which attracts over 500 students from various schools each year;  and 

• The City’s Sustainability web site which provides an extensive guide to some of 
the best internet resources available relating to sustainability.   

 
6. WHERE TO FROM HERE. 
 
Ms Evans stated that at the next committee meeting, a workshop would be held to 
develop a shared view of sustainability and how this can be progressed via the committee.  
Ms Evans noted that the committee is now well positioned to ‘fully’ address 
sustainability given the diverse wealth of knowledge and experience of committee 
members.  Ms Evans also noted that short and long term goals need to be identified to 
measure and celebrate progress and achievements of the committee.  
 
Ms Kinnear requested that to enable new members to effectively contribute to the 
workshop process, that an information pack be prepared to assist committee members in 
their understanding of the background and current status quo of sustainability at the City 
of Joondalup.  It was agreed that an information pack be prepared outlining relevant 
background information and documentation to assist committee members in this regard. 
  
Discussion ensued regarding monitoring and measuring performance of sustainability at 
the City and the use of indicators.  It was agreed that indicators be drawn from those 
identified in the State Sustainability Strategy and that it is important to maintain a 
consistent approach between Federal, State and Local Government levels, so this 
information can be transparent and used interchangeably.  
 
7. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Mr Magyar requested that each committee member provide a brief account of their vision 
for sustainability.  Responses ranged widely and have been summarized and grouped into 
the broad categories shown below:      
 
Community 

• Bring a sense of community vitality, awareness and commitment to sustainability. 
• Gain greater community involvement in progressing sustainability. 
• Empower the community to develop sense of contribution and belonging. 
• Identify effective methods of consultation to engage and involve the community.  
• Provide effective feedback to the community that is clear and consistent.  
• Develop a safer community with reduced violence.  
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Governance 
• Identify shared views of what sustainability means. 
• Identify the big picture and practical areas that the committee needs to concentrate 

on. 
• Develop more powerful links between the City and ECU’s efforts in progressing 

sustainability. 
• Integrate sustainability into Council decision making. 
• Make a positive change for the future.  

 
Conservation 

• Protect and conserve natural assets. 
 
Cultural 

• Integrate cultural aspects into the principles of sustainability.  
 
8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 
The next meeting of the Sustainability Advisory Committee will be held in 
Conference Room 3, Joondalup Civic Centre, Boas Avenue, Joondalup on 
Thursday 5th February 2004 at 5.30 pm. 
 

9. CLOSE OF MEETING  
 
The meeting closed at 7.35 pm.  
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ACTION PLAN 
 
NO. Action Status Whom 
1 Seek advice from council support regarding Cr Sue Hart’s 

attendance at SAC as an observer.  
 SE 

2 Follow up advice from commissioners as to the status of the 
committee and whether a commissioner will be appointed to the 
committee 

 SE 

3 Prepare and distribute information pack outlining relevant 
background information and documentation to new assist 
committee members. 

 SE 

4 Organize for photo to be taken at Feb 04 meeting and 
update website.   

 SE 

 
 
 
 
v:\strateg\sdocs\december\ssd031204.docSE 
 














