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CITY OF JOONDALUP 

 
Minutes of meeting of the SUSTAINABILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE held in 
Conference Room 2, Joondalup Civic Centre, Boas Avenue, Joondalup on THURSDAY 
16 JUNE 2005. 
 

ATTENDANCE  

Committee Members: 
 
Ms Marilynn Horgan  Chairperson 
Mr Steve Magyar  Deputy Chairperson 
Cmr Michael Anderson Community Representative 
Mr Kieron D’Arcy  Community Representative 
Cmr. Michael Anderson Community Representative  
Prof Sherry Saggers  Community Representative 
Mr David Wake  Community Representative 
 
 
Officers: 
 
Manager, Strategic and Sustainable Development   R HARDY 
Team Leader, Sustainable Development    S EVANS 
Sustainable Development Officer     B REAY 
 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Mr Geoff Down  Community Representative 
Mr Will Carstairs  Community Representative 
Mr Vincent Cusack  Community Representative 
Prof Adrianne Kinnear Edith Cowan University Representative 
Mr Martin Brueckner  Community Representative 
 
 
GUESTS 
 
Ms Marilynn Zakrevsky Conservation Advisory Committee representative. 
Mr Ralph Henderson Conservation Advisory Committee representative. 
 
 
The Chairperson declared the meeting open at 1740 hrs. 
 
 
DECLARATIONS OF FINANCIAL INTEREST/INTEREST THAT MAY AFFECT 
IMPARIALITY 
 
Nil



MINUTES OF THE SUSTAINABILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE –16.06.05 Page 2 
 

 2

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
MINUTES OF THE SUSTAINABILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 5 
MAY 2005 
 
MOVED Mr Wake SECONDED Mr Magyar that the Minutes of the Sustainability 
Advisory Committee meeting held on 5 May 2005 be confirmed as a true and 
accurate record of proceedings. 
 
The Motion was Put and CARRIED 
 
 
ONGOING BUSINESS ITEMS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
Nil 
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ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
 
 
ITEM 1 PRESENTATION OF THE DRAFT STATE OF ENVIRONMENT 

REPORTING TEMPLATE FROM THE SWAN CATCHMENT COUNCIL  
[00906] 

 
 
WARD – All 
 
 
PURPOSE 
 
To report on and seek comment on the draft State of the Environment (SOE) reporting 
template being developed for Local Government. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Swan Catchment Council is currently developing a SOE template for Local 
Government.  The template provides consistency in environmental reporting for Local 
Governments throughout the Swan Region and links with the reporting requirements of 
the State Government and the Swan Natural Resource Management (NRM) Strategy.   
 
The requirement to develop a framework for SOE reporting is a high priority action 
identified in the Sustainability Advisory Committee work plan and the Committee has 
agreed that a representative from the Swan Catchment Council to give a presentation on 
the draft SOE reporting template.   
 
 
DETAILS 
 
The Sustainability Advisory Committee endorsed a Strategic Work Plan in 2004.  The 
Work Plan identified high priority actions including the development of a framework to 
report against the current state of the environment (Strategy 3.1). 
 
Specific tasks were developed within this strategy including the investigation and 
research into SOE reporting for the input of the committee in this process. 
 
The Swan Catchment Council is currently developing a SOE template for Local 
Government (Attachment 1).  The template links with reporting requirements of the State 
Government and the Swan Region Natural Resource Management (NRM) Strategy.  At 
the Sustainability Advisory Committee meeting held on 5 May 2005 it was agreed that a 
representative from the Council would give a presentation to the Committee on the draft 
SOE reporting template.  
 
The Swan Catchment Council is a community based regional group involved in the 
coordination and delivery of natural resource management activities in the Swan region.  
It addresses community needs by working closely with government and its agencies, 
Local Government, industry, community and catchment groups to promote collaboration 
on key environmental issues. 
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The Swan Region NRM Strategy was compiled by the Swan Catchment Council in 2004, 
and presents a 50-year action plan for a coordinated approach to NRM.  The Strategy 
aims to ensure that the natural resources of the Swan Region will be protected and 
managed sustainably for the enhancement of the quality of life for present and future 
generations.  The Swan Region Strategy was developed using the Pressure-State-
Response model, which provides consistency with the accepted SOE Reporting format.  
 
The Strategy, and its Investment Plan, will provide direction for future investment in NRM 
by the Australian Government, the Western Australian State Government and the 
regional community.  
 
As part of the consultation process, a Local Government Forum was held by the Swan 
Catchment Council in December 2003 to further engage Local Government in the 
development of the Strategy.  A workshop followed the formal part of the forum, at which 
Local Governments were encouraged to network and identify NRM partnership projects 
within the Region. 
 
One of the outcomes of the workshop was an identified need by the Local Governments 
to have consistent templates for voluntary environmental reporting structures, eg. Local 
Environment Strategies, State of the Environment Reporting. 
 
The Sustainability Advisory Committee can provide significant professional comment on 
the draft template for SOE reporting. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment 1:  Draft State of the Environment template. 
Attachment 2:  Regional framework for State of the Environment Reporting. 
Attachment 3:  Summary of consultation process for the draft State of the Environment 

Report. 
Attachment 4: Local Government NRM Activity Maps: State of the Environment Report. 
 
 
VOTING REQUIREMENTS 
 
Simple Majority 
 
 
OFFICERS RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Sustainability Advisory Committee: 
 

1. NOTE the presentation and report on the draft State of the Environment reporting 
template; 

 
2. COMMENT on the draft State of the Environment reporting template. 

 
A representative of the Swan Catchment Council presented the Committee with the draft 
SOE reporting template.  A background was presented to the Committee outlining what 
the Swan Catchment Council is and its role in the development of the Swan Region 
NRM Strategy.  An overview was also provided on the draft SOE template and its 
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alignment with the NRM Strategy, the State Government SOE reporting and the Federal 
Government objectives. 
 
Discussion ensued.  The Committee raised concerns that the City of Joondalup needs to 
be using specific indicators to assess the SOE promptly.  The Committee also requested 
clarification as to how SOE may merge or align with other strategic documents within the 
City.  The Committee was informed that the City of Joondalup’s Strategic Plan 2003 – 
2008 will be reviewed shortly and that any pre-determination of what that review will 
determine would be premature. 
 
The Committee agreed that SOE reporting is an important process that should be 
considered and that a regular review and monitoring process is necessary. 
 
The draft SOE reporting template enables flexibility to report against natural resources 
relevant to each local government whilst aligning with regional objectives and the 
strategic direction of the state and federal government.  The Swan Catchment Council 
representative emphasised, that funding for natural resource management would be 
directed towards regional projects that align strongly with the Swan Regional Strategy.  
This is best done through a SOE reporting framework utilising the draft template. 
 
The Conservation Advisory Committee representative, Mr Henderson leaves the meeting 
at 1820 hrs. 
 
The Committee queried several terms within the SOE template to gain an understanding 
of the intended context.  In particular it was questioned why the term biodiversity is 
separated into terrestrial (land) and aquatic (ocean and marine).  The Swan Catchment 
Council representative explained that the biodiversity was so significantly different that 
they were separated for management purposes.  Members of the Committee 
commented that this was seen as unnecessary.  The Swan Catchment Council 
representative noted these comments informally. 
 
The Committee agreed that further consideration for SOE reporting at the City of 
Joondalup should occur on the most appropriate way to progress SOE reporting within 
the City of Joondalup.  Initially the recommendation(s) were as follows: 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
MOVED Mr Magyar SECONDED Ms Goeft that the Sustainability Advisory 
Committee REQUESTS the Chief Executive Officer ENSURES that sufficient work 
will be undertaken on the State of Environment reporting, such that it can inform 
the review of the City of Joondalup’s Strategic Planning processes. 

 
MOVED Mr Magyar SECONDED Prof Saggers that the Sustainability Advisory 
Committee: 

 
a. THANK the Swan Catchment Council for its work on the State of the 

Environment template; and 
 
b. REQUEST Council to ENDORSE the City’s further involvement with 

State of the Environment Reporting. 
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With the approval of the MOVER and SECONDER it was requested that the words 
“REQUEST Council” be added at the beginning of point (b). 
 
The Motion was Put and  CARRIED 
 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
The Committee discussed minor issues including: 
 
1. Tabled Article – ‘Brace yourself for the end of cheap oil’ 
 
An article from the New Scientist Magazine (2 August 2003) detailing the likelihood of a 
peaking in oil production and the associated implications for society was tabled – 
Attachment 5 refers. 
 
2. Report – Balancing Act, A triple bottom line analysis of the Australian Economy. 
 
The Committee was informed of a report jointly authored by the University of Sydney and 
the CSIRO entitled Balancing Act, A triple bottom line analysis of the Australian 
Economy. 
 
3. Australian Story – Of droughts and flooding rains. 
 
The Committee was informed of the recent television show ‘Australian Story’ that dealt 
with the restoration of streams and wetlands to the way they were before European 
settlement. 
 
Other minor issues that were discussed included the recycling of corks and mobile 
phones and the information contained on the City’s website. 
 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Sustainability Advisory Committee will be held in Conference 
Room 3, Joondalup Civic Centre, Boas Avenue, Joondalup on Thursday 28 July 2005 at 
1730 hrs. 
 
 
CLOSURE 
 
There being no further business, the Chairperson declared the meeting closed at 1915 
hrs. 
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