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The Durban Commitment 0

Local Governments for Biodiversity o Action for Biodiversity

AN - I.C'L-E'l1 INITIATIVE

The Durban Commitment: Local Governments for Biodiversity was developed,
founded and signed by 20 Local Action for Biodiversity Local Governments:

e Barcelona City Council (Spain) e  Ekurhuleni Metropolitan Municipality
(South Africa)

¢ Tle de France (France)

o  City of Amsterdam (Netherlands)
e City of Bonn (Germany)

e City of Cape Town (South Africa) *  King County (U.S.A)

° City of Edmonton (Canada) . Leicester City Council (England)

«  City of Johannesburg (South Africa) e Liverpool City Council (Australia)

° Clty of Joondalup (Australia) L Mun|C|paI|ty of Walvis Bay (Namlbla)
. Clty of Nagoya (Japan) . Sao Paulo Clty Hall (BI’aZI')
e City of Tilburg (Netherlands) . ?SeflﬂL“f(ecfﬁé’S)""ta” Government

City of Zagreb (Croatia
*  City of Zagreb (Croatia) «  Waitakere City Council (New Zealand)

e eThekwini Municipality (South Africa)

as a commitment and model by local government, for local government and the communities
they serve, to protect and enhance biodiversity at the local level.

1. By signing this Commitment, ...
joins these leading local governments from across the world as a partner and we
acknowledge accountability and responsibility for the health and well-being of our
communities through protecting, sustainably utilisihng and managing biodiversity and
recognising its role as the foundation of our existence.

This Commitment recognises that biodiversity is the variety of life on earth on which human
well-being is dependent and that biodiversity provides ecosystem services that underpin all of
our community’s needs. Furthermore, it recognises that the value of biodiversity is multi-
faceted - including ecological, economic, tourism, recreational, environmental, heritage,
stewardship, spiritual, intrinsic, medicinal, nutritional, health, educational, scientific, cultural
and social dimensions.

2. Through signing this Commitment we acknowledge that:

2.1 Biodiversity is increasingly under pressure with unprecedented rates of loss
due to human activities including the over-consumption of natural resources;

2.2 Increasing global trends towards urbanisation are placing increased direct
pressure on biodiversity at both the local area level and globally through
increased resource consumption and ecological footprints;

2.3 The impacts of climate change on biodiversity pattern and process will be
significant and therefore we need to build appropriate programmes to
address, mitigate and adapt to these changes;

2.4 Future sustainable development and human well-being are dependent on our
ability to meet the biodiversity challenges we face;



2.5

26

2.7

Ecosystem services can play an important role in poverty alleviation and as a
result the consequences of biodiversity loss and ecosystem disruption are
harshest for the poor;

It is our collective responsibility to reverse the current trends of biodiversity
loss; and

Local government, which works most closely with communities and
biodiversity, has a critical role and responsibility (globally, nationally and
locally) to ensure that biodiversity is conserved, protected, restored and
sustainably used for the benefit of current and future generations.

3. By signing this Commitment we commit to promoting, increasing and enhancing
biodiversity within our administrative area and recognise that our ecological footprint extends
beyond our administrative area: we will therefore integrate biodiversity considerations into all
aspects of our governance and development planning.

4. By signing this Commitment we declare our intention to:

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Regularly publish biodiversity reports on the state of biodiversity within our
administrative area and our progress in protecting biodiversity, which will
stand as public record;

Contribute towards the formulation of globally relevant local authority
biodiversity good practice guidelines;

Develop and implement a long-term local biodiversity strategy for our
administrative area and governance practices, which will address, for
example:

4.3.1 The consideration of biodiversity in all aspects of local
planning including, amongst other things: land-use planning,
mobility planning, economic development planning, and
conservation planning;

4.3.2 The management of natural areas and green spaces,
including the restoration and rehabilitation of degraded
natural areas and the control of invasive species;

4.3.3 The provision of municipal services, including fresh and
waste water treatment, energy generation and housing;

4.3.4 Public procurement strategies, including purchasing of eco-
certified goods and services and the ban of hazardous
products;

4.3.5 Social development including poverty alleviation and job
creation;

4.3.6 Awareness-raising of the value of biodiversity and the need
for its protection in all sectors of society;

4.3.7 Stakeholder participation in all relevant aspects of local
biodiversity governance; and

4.3.8 The inclusion of biodiversity in city partnerships and
cooperation projects with public and private partners.

Remain committed to ongoing implementation of that long-term local
biodiversity strategy through the enactment of guiding policies;

Actively engage with, and ensure participation and involvement of all
stakeholders; and



4.6 Actively participate in the ICLEI Local Action for Biodiversity Initiative as the
global network of local governments for biodiversity.

5. As a local government, we support efforts to promote greater recognition by
national governments and international bodies of the critical role local government plays in
protecting biodiversity at the local and global level. We recognise our own role within the
global environment and by signing this Commitment we entrench our dedication to global
biodiversity. We recognise the need to contribute actively to the implementation of the
objectives of the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity and the objectives of the
2010 biodiversity target, adopted at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development and
a part of the Millennium Development Goals, aimed at reducing the rate of loss of biodiversity
on our planet. We entrench our dedication to global biodiversity by becoming a

formal partner to Countdown 2010 (if not already a partner) and by signing the Countdown
2010 Declaration, thereby committing to its targets, goals, objectives and principles.

[CLEI 2010 lUCN

Governments -
L for Sustainability SAVE BIODIVERSITY The World Conservation Union

Signedat: ... this ..ot day of ..o

Local authority name:
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12 May 2008
Enquiries: Dr Debra Roberts
File Ref: 15/1/3

City of Joondalup

C/-PO Box 21,
Joondalup

6919

Australio

Attn: Mayor Troy Pickard

[Dear Honourable Mayvor Pickard

Invitation to the ICLEI: Local Action for Biodiversity (LAB) 2'"' International Workshop in Durban,
South Africa, 8-10 September 2008

It is our pleasure 1o cordially invite you and the LAB manager in your City to attend and participate in the second Local Action for Biodiversity
(LAB) International Workshop. which will take place from 8- 10 September 2008 in Durban, South Africa,

The LLAB Project is ICLEDs flagship biodiversity imtiative and it is an honour for us to extend this invitation to you as leader of only twenty-one
proneer cities across the globe that are participating in the LAB Project. As well as each city presenting their five new biodiversity imtiatives, the
waorkshop will be a demonstration of political commitment. Each mayor will have the opportunity to address the workshop participants and included
in the workshop programme, is a formal Signing Ceremony of the “Durban Commitment™ by Mavors from each of the official LAB cities.

Each of the partucipating LAB Cities brings umque aspects and inputs to the project. and participation from your City will form an integral pan of
the workshop. The attendance of your City delegation is thus crucial to the success of this important gathering as we prepare to report back to the
ICLEI Council on the LAB Project at the upcoming ICLEI World Congress. We therefore request your presence as political leader of the Clity of
Joondulup. We further request that you nominate either a biodiversity expert within your local government or the person in charge of the LAB project
in your City to accompany you to the conference.

I'he LAB Project will arrange and pay for hotel accommaodation for up to < nights in Durban and contribute towards a return flight from vour city
to Durban International Airport in South Africa, tor two people from your city, subject to the conditions in the attached Conditions for Accommodation
and Travel form.

Please complete the attached registration form and return it to the Conference Company at your carliest convenience and no later than the cut-off
date of | July 2008,

We are looking forward meeting you in Durban
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His Worship The Mayor Monika Zimmermann
Councillor Obed Mlaba ICLEL Secretariat
Attachments For any questions, please confact
Registration form ICLEl Africa Secretaniat
Conditions for travel and accommodation form Local Action for Biodiversity Team
Overview of LAB Workshop draft Programme (subject to and likely 1o change) Marike Kotzé
PO Box 16548
Viacberg 8018, South Africa
lel: +27 21 487 2070
Fax: +27 21 487 257!
E-mail: lab@iclei.org
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“We care, we belong, we serve”



