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Responsible Directorate: Planning and Community Development 

Objectives: 
• To ensure the consistent application of acceptable variations to the deemed-to-comply

provisions of the Residential Design Codes (R-Codes) to medium-density single houses 
located in specified development zones or in local structure plans or activity centre plans.  

• To implement the Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) adopted medium-
density single house development standards (R-MD Codes).

1. Authority:

This Policy has been prepared in accordance with Schedule 2, Part 2 of the deemed provisions
of the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015, which allows a
local government to prepare local planning policies relating to planning and development within
the Scheme area.

2. Application:

This policy will apply:

1. in the following structure plan areas:

• MacNaughton Crescent Structure Plan No. 23

and/or 

2. where the approved structure plan identifies that the R-MD Codes Local Planning Policy
applies.

This policy should be read in conjunction with the local planning scheme, R-Codes, relevant 
structure plans, activity centre plans and/or local development plans. 

This policy will also be applied when making recommendations to the WAPC on subdivision of 
land for residential development where the R-MD Codes apply to ensure the lots created can be 
developed in accordance with this policy. 
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3. Definitions: 
 

“Approved Structure Plan” means a structure plan or activity centre plan that has been 
approved by the WAPC under Part 4 or Part 5 of the deemed provisions of the Planning and 
Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015. 
 
“Front load” refers to a lot where the primary vehicle access is via the front of the lot and the 
garage / carport is located at the front of the dwelling. 
 
“Medium Density” refers to R25-R60 density codes, as per the R-Codes. 
 
“Rear load” refers to a lot where the primary vehicle access is via the rear of the lot, from a 
street or right-of-way (ROW) and the garage / carport is located at the back of the dwelling. 
 
“R-MD” refers to medium-density single house development standards. 

4. Statement: 
 
In order to reduce the use of ad-hoc R-Code variations, the WAPC released Planning Bulletin 
112/2016 Medium-density single house development standards – Development Zones.  The 
Planning Bulletin outlines a set of variations to the deemed to comply provisions of the R-Codes 
that can be consistently applied to medium density single house development in specified 
development zones and structure plans. 

The City supports the adoption of appropriate mechanisms designed to facilitate the effective 
delivery of contemporary housing typologies on constrained sites within development areas in a 
manner that obviates the requirement for obtaining development approval from the City.  

 
5. Details:  

 
The deemed-to-comply provisions of the following clauses of the R-Codes are replaced with 
those provisions set out in Appendix 1 of this policy: 
 
• Building and garage setbacks – clauses 5.1.2, 5.1.3 and 5.2.1 
• Open space – clause 5.1.4 
• Front fences – clause 5.2.4 
• Outdoor living areas – clause 5.3.1 
• Parking – clause 5.3.3 
• Vehicular access – clause 5.3.5 
• Visual privacy – clause 5.4.1 
• Solar access – clause 5.4.2. 

 
Development approval will not be required for a single dwelling that complies with the provisions 
of this policy (and all other deemed-to-comply requirements of the R-Codes), in accordance with 
clauses 61(1)(c) and (d) and 61(4)(c) of the deemed provisions of the Planning and 
Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015. 
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Creation Date: June 2017 

Amendments:  
Related 
Documentation: 

• Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 
2015 

• State Planning Policy 3.1: Residential Design Codes of Western 
Australia 

• Planning Bulletin 112/2016 Medium-density single house 
development standards – Development Zones (WAPC April 
2016) 

• City of Joondalup District Planning Scheme No. 2 
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